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LETTER 

T  O 

Mr.    LAW, 

Mentioned  and  Referred  to  in 
the  foregoing  Letter  to 
Cleomenes. 


SIR, 

F  the  Method  to  acquire  Fame,  1$ 
to  be  the  Author  of  the  greateffc 
and  moft  furprizing  Events ;  or  if 
thofe  Perfons  naturally  draw  the 
Eyes  and  Attention  of  Mankind  upon  them^ 
who  have  felt  the  utmoft  Viciffitudes  of  For- 
tune, there  is  not  at  prefent  in  any  known 
Part  of  the  World  fo  eminent  a  Man  as 
your  felf.  It  is  yet  little  more  than  a  Twelve- 
month fince  you  were  the  greateft  and  moft 
glorious  Subjed  in  Europe,  beloved  and  iiip- 

b  4  ported 
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ported    by   a   Wife   and    Powerful    Prince, 
courted  and  carefled  by  all  the  Nobility  of 
France •,  and  almoft  worfhipped  and  adored 
by  the  Common  People.     You  are  at  prefent 
forced  to  fly  from  the  Refentments  of  thofe 
very  People,  who  have  more  than  once  at- 
tempted your  Life ;   and,  after  a  long  Exile, 
are   at  Length   come  back  again  to  Great 
Britain.     If  her  former  unkind  Ufage  has 
not    altogether    effaced  thofe  tender   Senti- 
ments every  great  and   good  Man  feels  for 
that  Place  to  which  he  owed  his  Birth  and 
Education,  you  cannot  poffibly  be  unaffect- 
ed with  the  prefent  deplorable  State  of  your 
native  Country.      You  will  find  our  Trade 
loft,  our  Credit  ruined,  our  Money  in  the 
Hands  of  the  bafeft  Men  among  us,  and  the 
Innocent  and  Deluded  ftill  groaning  under 
the  Oppreffions  of  the  Wicked  and  the  In- 
fatiable  :    You  will  find,  that  our  Deilruc- 
tion   was    brought   upon   us  by    a   Set   of 
Wretches,  who  have  committed  much  higher 
Crimes  than  your  greatelt   Adverfaries  ever 
accufed  you  of,  without  being    poffeffed  of 
any  one  of  thofe  great  and  generous  Quali- 
ties your  moft  inveterate  Enemies  are  forced 
to  allow  you :  That  thefe  contemptible  Fel- 
lows 
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lows  have  ruined  us  without  lb  much  as  the 
Pretence  to  any  rational  Scheme,  or  one  to- 
lerable Defign  for  enlarging  Trade  and  Com- 
merce :  That  the  only  Handle  they  had 
Senfe  enough  to  lay  hold  on  to  perpetrate 
their  Villany,  was  that  Spirit  your  Syftem 
and  Succefs  in  France  had  infufed  into  Peo- 
ple here  ;  fo  that,  indeed,  however  diftant  it 
might  be  from  your  Intentions,  you  may  in 
one  Senfe  be  termed  the  Author  of  our  MiC- 
fortunes.  You  are  not,  therefore,  to  be  fur- 
prized,  if  the  Undiftinguifhing  and  Unfortu- 
nate among  us  look  upon  you  as  the  imme" 
diate  Caufe  of  their  Calamities  and  Ruin. 
Amidft  thefe  Prejudices  and  Pafiions  of  the 
Vulgar,  a  Pen  never  yet  proftituted  to  Flat- 
tery endeavours  to  do  fome  Juftice  to  your 
extraordinary  Talents;  and  'tis  hoped  you 
will  excufe  this  Letter,  wrote  with  a  Liberty 
of  which  we  in  this  Ifland  have  ftill  fome 
Footfteps  remaining,  though  you  have  met 
with  fo  little  of  it  in  Foreign  Countries. 

Every    Man  who   has  juft   Notions   of 

Credit,  Trade,  and  Money,  mull:  allow  that 

the  firft    Principles   on    which    your   great 

Scheme  was  founded,  are  moft  of  them  un- 

C  deniable ; 
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deniable ;  but  it  is  pretty  well  known,  that 

Avarice  of  fomc  with  whom  ;  d 
iorccd  to  comply,  and  the  Envy  or  othefitf 
v/ho  knew  the  only  Way  to  overthrow  the 
whole  Structure,  was  to  make  it  too  large 
for  its  Foundation,  obliged  you,  if  not  to 
da\  at  lcaft  to  fuffer  what  was  equally  againft 
both  your  Judgment  and  Inclination.  To 
expect,  after  this,  that  you  fhould  be  an- 
fvverable  for  all  the  Confequences,  was  as 
foolilh  and  unreafonable,  as  if  a  Merchant 
fliould  fue  the  Shipwright  who  firft  built  and 
launched  his  Veflel,  for  the  Damages  flie 
afterwards  fuftained  in  being  run  upon  a 
Rock  by  unskilful  Pilots. 

What  was  the  Deftru&ion  both  of  the 
Mijfiffippi  and  South-Sea  Stock,  was  their 
riling  to  fuch  a  monftrous  Height ;  and  it  is 
as  certain  that  you  forefaw  the  Confequence, 
and  endeavoured  to  have  flopped  the  Rife  of 
the  former,  as  it  is  notorious  that  our  Set  of 
thoughtlefs  and  infatiable  Managers  did  eve- 
ry Thing  in  their  Power  to  encourage  that 
of  the  latter.  This  is  demonftrable  from 
one  plain  Matter  of  Fa&.  The  Miffiffippi 
Stock  was  a  long  while    together  at  above 

1800 
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1800  Livres  per  Cent,  and  Ibid  for  fome 
Time  at  2050  Livres  per  Cent.  Notwith- 
ftanding  which,  inftead  of  encouraging  the 
People  to  belie  ye  it  really  worth  what  their 
Madnefs  had  mounted  it  to,  you  took  in  but 
three  Subfcriptions  at  1000  Livres  per 
Cent,  and  bound  your  felf  down  to  take  in 
no  more  ;  that  is,  in  other  Words,  you  ne- 
ver pretended  to  declare,  by  the  Price  at 
which  you  fet  your  higheft  Subfcriptions, 
that  the  Stock  was  really  worth  half  as  much 
as  it  actually  fold  for. 

On  the  contrary,  our  South~Sea  Stock 
never  actually  fold  for  1000  /.  per  Cent. 
ready  Money.  Notwithftanding  which,  our 
honeft  and  wife  Directors,  to  perfwade  Peo- 
ple they  did  not  know  the  Value  of  it,  took 
in  two  vaft  Subfcriptions  at  1000  /.  per 
Cent,  each,  and  had  defign'd  to  open  a  fifth 
at  1200  /. 

However,  therefore,  the  prefent  Preju- 
dices and  Paffions  of  the  Weak  and  Undifl 
cerning  may  confound  Men  and  Things  to- 
gether, without  ever  giving  themfelves  the 
Trouble  to  make  a  juft  Companion,  Pofte- 
R  rity 
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rity  will  do  you  Juftice,  and  make  a  vaft 
Difference  between  your  wretched  Imitators, 
and  the  great  Original  they  endeavoured  to 
copy  after. 

When  fome  future  Hiftorian,  with  a  Ge* 
nius  equal  to  the  Work  he  undertakes,  ftiall 
in  lome  diftant  Age  arife  in  France,  and  fliall 
give  an  Account  of  all  the  Prodigies  that 
happened  in  this  wonderful  y&*z,  which 
from  henceforth  will  be  the  rnoft  remarkable 
of  any  in  the  Annals  of  his  Country ;  when 
he  fhall  have  judicioufly  colle&ed,  and  cool- 
ly examined  the  feveral  Accounts  tranfmit- 
ted  to  him,  it  is  more  than  probable  he  will 
exprefs  himfelf  pretty  much  to  the  follow- 
ing Purpofe. 

u  "YJ* RANCE  was  now  groaning  under 
u  JL  the  vaft  Debts  contracted  during  the 
"  Wars  of  Lewis  the  Great.  The  Regent, 
u  while  he  was  purfuing  with  an  inflexible 
u  Juftice  thofe  Men  who  had  pillaged  the 
"  Publick,  had  created  himfelf  many  Ene- 
a  mies  ;  and  that  unhappy  Affair  of  the 
"  Conftitution,  which  we  have  before  men- 
u  lion'd,  had  fown  Jealoufies  and  Divisions 

over 
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"  over  all  the  Kingdom.  In  this  Jun&ure 
"  of  Affairs,  Mr.  Law  firft  appeared  at 
u  Court,  and  quickly  drew  the  Attention 
"  not  only  of  France,  but  of  all  Europe,  on 
"  himlelf  alone. 

ff  This  Gentleman,  defcended  from  an  an- 
"  cient  Family  in  Great  Britain,  was  oblig'd 
u  to  fly  from  his  native  Country,  where  he 
ic  had  been  unfortunately  iuccefsful  in  a 
u  Duel :  His  Talents  and  Genius,  which  lay 
u  particularly  in  Figures,  gave  him  a  fupe- 
<c  rior  and  very  uncommon  Skill  in  thole 
ff  Games,  which,  though  they  depend  chief. 
<c  ly  on  Calculation,  are  ufed  by  People  of 
iQ  Quality  wholly  ignorant  of  it.  He  had 
"  vifited  moil  of  the  Courts  in  Europe,  made 
"  his  Obfervations  on  their  feveral  Forms  of 
cc  Government,  and  in  particular  upon  every 
"  Thing  relating  to  the  Management  of  their 
"  Finances.  His  Ferfon  and  Addrefs  were 
"  graceful  and  eafy ;  his  Way  of  Thinking 
<<  ftrong  and  nervous  ;  he  fpoke  our  Tongue 
"  perfe&ly  well,  and  is  faid  to  have  had  a 
"  peculiar  Happinefs  in  conveying  his  own 
"  Notions  in  their  full  Strength  to  thofe 
ic  with  whom  he  converfed.  In  an  Audience 

"  which 
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Cc  which  he  obtain'd  of  the  Regent,  he  affu- 
%  red  him,  That  if  France  would  exert  all 
"  that  Force  Nature  had  happily  furnilhed 
li  her  with,  fhe  might  Itill  retrieve  her  loft 
"  Power  and  Credit ;  that  the  Debts  fhe 
"  groaned  under  might  be  paid  off,  and  the 
u  Revenue  put  under  new  Regulations,  e- 
"  qually  advantageous  to  the  Prince  and 
"  People.  The  Duke  Regent  relifti'd  his 
u  Propofals  and  Reafons  fb  well,  that  he 
"  encourag'd  him  to  execute  the  mighty  Plan 
cc  he  had  formed,  and  affurM  him  of  the 
^c  Royal  Protection  and  Affiftance. 

"  The  firft  Step  Mr.  Law  took,  was,  by 
"  a  voluntary  Subfcription  of  himfelf  and  his 
"  Friends,  to  eftablifli  a  Bank,  which  recei- 
u  ved  and  paid  confiderable  Sums  for  the 
"  Government ;  lent  Money  at  three  per 
"  Cent,  difcounted  Bills,  and  iffued  a  great 
"  Number  of  Notes  payable  at  Demand.  As 
<c  thefe  Notes  were  anfwer'd  with  the  utmoft 
Ct  Exacfriefs,  the  Publick  found  them  fo 
"  much  more  convenient  than  Silver,  that 
"  they  foon  came  to  be  4  or  5  per  Cent. 
"  better  than  Specie  \  and  the  Credit  of  the 
"  Bank  role  fo  faft,  as  not  only  allarm'd  the 

"  Jealoufy 
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a  Jealoufy  of  the  T>utch,   but  made  them 
"  refblved  to  blow  it  up.     To  this  end,  ha- 
"  hriflg  collected  a  great  Number  of  Notes, 
"  they  made  a  Demand  upon  it  in  one  Day 
ft!  of  above  Twenty -five  Millions.  Mr.  Law, 
iL  without  mewing  any  Marks  of  Surprife, 
cc  immediately  order'd  the  Payment  of  this 
"  vaft   Sum  all  in  Piftoles ;    but  when  he 
cf  had    done  fo,  procured  an  Arrdt   to   be 
"  iffued  the  Day  following,  by  which  the 
u  Piftole  was  reduced  from  Jixteen  to  fifteen 
"  Livres.     All  Men  were  furprifed  to  fee 
"  this  Tlot  fo  dexteroufly  turn'd  upon  the 
"  malicious  Contrivers  of  it;  and  the  Defign 
"  that  was  laid  to  overthrow  the  Credit  of 
<c  the  Bank  and  its  "Director,,   gained   the 
Cc  the  higheft  Reputation  to  both. 

u  About  the  fame  Time,  Mr.  Law,  who 
"  only  intended  his  Bank  for  the  Foundation 
ft  of  fomething  much  greater  than  it  felf, 
H  declared  his  Defign  of  planting  a  Colony 
"  in  North  America,  in  that  Country  through 
"  which  the  River  MiJJijfippi  runs,  and  from 
"  whence  the  Company  he  then  formed  took 
u  its  Name :  This  vaft  Tracl  of  Land,  as  is 
u  now  well  known,  extends  it  felf  from  the 

"  Bay 
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a  Bay  of  Mexico j  quite  round  the  English 
"  Plantations,   to  our  Settlement  at  Canada. 

"  The  State-Bills,  Loans,  and  other  pub- 
u  lick  Paper  Securities,  for  which  People 
"  had  been  prevailed,  during  the  late  Wars* 
u  to  part  with  their  Money,  were  at  this 
<c  Time  fb  funk  in  their  Credit,  that  we  are 
u  affured  they  were  from  5*7  to  65  per  Cent. 
ic  Difcount ;  yet  fcarce  had  Mr.  Law  decla- 
"  red,  that  he  would  admit  them  to  be  fub- 
"  Icribed  at  far  into  the  Stock  of  his  new 
u  Company,  when  fo  great  was  the  Repu- 
iQ  tation  he  had  now  gained,  and  fo  well 
a  did  his  vaft  Defigns  fuit  with  the  warm 
"  and  enterprizing  Genius  of  this  Nation, 
u  that  theft  ftveral  Sorts  of  Publick  Secu- 
"  rities  grew,  in  an  Inftanc,  to  be  twenty, 
"  and  even  thirty  per  Cent,  above  far. 

"  The  Mijfijfippi  Company  >  as  it  was  then 
"  called,  and  under  which  Name  it  is  even 
<c  in  this  Age  lb  often  mentioned,  had  pretty 
"  early  taken  upon  them  the  Publick  CWfr- 
ic  age  and  Farm  of  Tobacco :  The  Eaft- 
cc  India  Company  was  loon  after  incorporated 
cc  with  them;  and  now  the  Credit   of  the 

«  United 
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u  United  Companies  daily  increafing  under 

i6  the  Dire&ion  of  the  moll  daring  Genius 

"  that  ever  appeared  in  France^   they  took 

cc  upon  them  the  entire  Management  of  the 

u  Royal  Revenue  :  In  confederation  of  which 

u  they  not  only   raifed  the  General  Farms 

<c  four  Millions  a  Year,  but,  to  the  Terror 
ic  and  infinite  Aftonilhment  of  all  our  Neigh- 

ic  bours,  took  the  whole  Defyt  of  the  Crown 

"  upon  themfelves,  amounting  at  that  Time 

"  to  no  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  Millions. 

"  The  Stock  of  the  Mijfijfipp  Company, 
u  inftead  of  finking  under  this  prodigious 
<c  Load,  fcill  rofe  higher  and  higher  every 
'f  Day ;  and  the  Man  who  animated  and 
iQ  conduced  this  whole  Scheme  was,  with 
"  an  univerfal  Approbation,  made  Comp- 
"  troller-General  of  the  Finances.  It  is 
*  agreed  by  all  the  Writers  of  thofe  Days^ 
"  that  amidil  the  moft  numerous  Levees  and 
"  greateft  Applaufe  that  ever  attended  any 
iC  Minifter,  he  never  once  appeared  either 
"  elevated  or  furprifed  ;  and  that  though  he 
"  was  daily  forming  fome  new  and  great  De- 
"  fign,  he  difpatched  the  ordinary  Bufinefs 
"  of  his  Poll  with  an  inimitable  Readinefs. 

c  «  The 
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<c  The    Management   of  all  the  Revenues 
ic  in  France  was  now  in  his  Hands  ;  when, 
Cfc  inftead    of  exa&ing    the    feveral    Duties 
"  with  the  fame  Severity  the  Farmers  had 
"  done  before  him,  he  took  away  the  7b//- 
u   Bars  at  the  Entrance  of  Taris.  and  abo- 
cC  limed  all  thofe  heavy  Taxes  with  which 
i  the  Poor  were  chiefly  afFe&ed,  fuch  as  the 
cC  Duties  upon  FleJh,  Fifti,  Fruit,  Wine,  and 
ic  Fuel;  in  confequence  of  which,  an  infinite 
"  Number  of  Colleftors  and  Toll- gatherers 
cc  were  difcharged  as  ufelefs.    Thefe  Aftions 
"  rendered  him  extreamly  dear  to  the  Com- 
"  mon  People,  who   publickly   called  him 
<c  the    Saviour  of  France.      He  proceeded 
"  to  form  Hill  greater  Defigns,  to  fet  up  fe- 
<c  veral  new  Manufactories  in  the  Kingdom  ; 
a  and  is  reported  to  have  had  Thoughts  of 
"  making  a  new  Canal  for  Ships  of  Burthen 
a  from   the   Loyer  to  the  Seine ;    to  have 
u  defigned  Roan  for  the  chief  Magazine  of 
"  all  France,  and  to  have  built  a  new  City 
<c  on    the   other  Side  of  the  Seine j    over- 
4C  againft  the  Old.     His  prodigious  Reputa- 
"   tion,  and  the  Fame  of  thefe  Things,  gave 
u  no  fmall    Alarm  to  all  our  Neighbours, 
u  who  regarded  the  rifing  Greatnefs  of  this 

«  King- 


The   Appendix.         xxxv 

"  Kingdom  with  the  utmoft  Jealoufy.     It 
"  is  reported,  that  no  lefs  than  half  a  Mil- 
cc  lion  of  People,   including   Strangers  from 
u  the  remoteft  Parts  of  Europe,  flocked  to 
u  'PariSj  to  become  Adventurers  in  a  Com- 
€C  pany,   which   feemed   determined   to   en- 
cc  grois  the  Riches  of  the  World.  This  raifed 
*    the  Stock  to  fb  prodigious  an  Height,  that 
cc  though  the  Capital  was  augmented  by  new 
"  Subfcriptions  to  three  hundred  Millions^ 
"  it  fold  at  length  at  two  thoufand  and  fifty 
H  fer  Cent,  fo  that  thofe  who  originally  fub- 
€c  fcribed  a  State  Bill  of  one  hundred  Livres, 
a  which  they  bought  for  thirty -five  or  forty ', 
cc  became  clear  Gainers  of  above  two  thou- 
"  fand  Livres.     We  fhould  not  venture  to 
*  relate  this  Fad,  which  feems  fo  highly  in- 
cC  credible  now,    was  it  not    confirmed    by 
"  all  the  Hiftorians  of  that  Age,  and  appa- 
"  rent  from  feveral  Books  of  Entries,  which 
a  are  to  be  feen  in  our  Publick  Offices  even 
"  at  this  Day. 

"  It  is  affirmed  by  many,  that  the  Comp- 
m  troller-General  was  fenfible  this  excek 
<c  five  Rife  of  the  Stock  would  prove  the 
"  Deftruction  of  all  his  Defigns ;    but  that 

c    2  "    ll(Jr- 
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"  he  was  not  fuffered  by  fome,  who  had  an 
iC  Influence  at  Court  (and  who  perhaps  in 
"  Secret  envied  him)  to  put  a  timely  Check 
cc  to  it.     The  Event  juftified  his  Apprehen- 
u  fions.     The  firft  Adventurers  began  now 
"  to  think   of  what    they    called  in    thofe 
"  Days  Re  alii  zing,   that  is,  of  converting 
u  their  prodigious  Gains  into  Specie.     This 
u  brought  fuch  a  Demand  upon  the  Bank, 
"  as  it  was  impoflible  to  anfwer ;    to  flop 
"  which,    the  Government  was  obliged   to 
a  have   Recourfe    to    feveral    extraordinary 
a  Methods  :  But  as  Force  and  Credit  are  in- 
u  confiftent  in  their  Nature,    the   Remedy 
"  proved  worfe  than  the  Difeafe^  and  over- 
iC  threw  at  once  the  whole  Structure.     The 
H  Principles  which  that  great  Genius,  who 
"  firft  erected  it,  feems  chiefly  to  have  a£ted 
"  upon,  and  which  it  is  faid  he  frequently 
"  uied  to  afTert  in  his  particular  Converfa- 
<c  tions,  were  thefe,    that   The  Tower  and 
a  Wealth  of  a  Nation  confijted  in  Numbers 
"  of  People;  that  The  Number  of  a  People 
u  depended  on  Trade;  and  that  Trade  de- 
u  pended  on  Money :  That  Credit  was  equal 
"  to  Money;  that  Though  among  Bankers  and 
\ 4  Private  Traders  Credit ',  well  managed^  is 

"  worth 
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i:  worth  Ten  times  their  Capital  Stock, yet 
"  that  the  Credit  of  a  Royal  Bank^fupport- 
u  ed  by  the  whole  Species  of  a  Kingdom 
a  formecl  'mt0  one  Great  Trading  Company v, 
c  has  innumerable  Advantages  over  the  for - 
u  merj  and  may  confequently  be  extended 
"  much  farther  ;  that  Taper  might  fupply 
u  the  Place  of  Silver ^  and  was  even  better 
u  qualified  to  be  ufed  as  Money j  as  it  might 
u  be  made  more  eafy  for  'Delivery,,  of  the 
"  fame  Value  in  all  P 'laces 4  kept  or  divided 
u  without  Lofs  or  Expence,  capable  of  a 
u  Stamps  and  lefs  liable  to  be  counterfeited; 
"  and  laftly,  that  France,  if  (be  would  exert 
a  her  whole  Strength  j  and  make  tife  of  all 
a  the  Advantages  Providence  had  bejlowed 
CQ  upon  her  j  might  certainly  become  the  mojl 
"  powerful  Kingdom  in  the  World, 


"  Whether,  or  no,  there  is  not  fomething 
Cc  in  thefe  Maxims  more  beautiful  in  Specu- 
"  lation,  than  reducible  to  Practice  y  or 
"  whether  it  were  impoffible  for  the  moft  ex- 
"  tenfive  Genius  to  carry  on  fo  many  great 
"  Defigns  at  once  \  or  laftly,  whether,  as 
"  moft  affirm,  his  Plan  was  broke  in  upon, 
f  and  ruined  by  the  Envy  and  Ignorance  of 

c  j  "  othe 
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"  other  People,   we  fhall  not  pretend  to  de- 
cc  termine  at  this  Diftance  of  Time.     One 
"  Thing  is  certain,  that  fo  fpecious  was  his 
"  Syftem,  that,  even  after  it  had  failed  here, 
"  it  was  fet  up  and  carried  on  in  England 
"  and  Holland :  But  as  the  Managers  had 
u  neither  the  Strength  to  conduct,  nor  the 
"  Skill  to  fit  and  accommodate  it  to  the  dif- 
a  ferent  Conftitutions   of  thofe    Countries, 
Cc  it  fell  in  Pieces  fooner  there,  and  proved 
a  much  more  fatal  than  with  us.     The  Dif- 
&  folution  of  this  vaft  Machine  put  all  France 
a  in    Confufion :    Thoufands    of    Families 
a  were  naturally  involved  in  the  Ruin  of  it ; 
*c  and  the  People,  who  always  love  or  hate 
a  in  Extrcams,    made  feveral  Attempts  on 
u  the  very  Life  of  that  Man,  whom  they 
iQ  had  a  little  before  adored  as  the  good  Ge~ 
u  nius  of  France.     It  is  agreed  by  all  the 
<c  Writers  of  thofe  Times,  that  the  Comptrol- 
c-  ler-Generaly  as  he  had  never  been  elevated 
*c  with  the  Applaufe,  was  now  firm  and  in- 
^  trepid  amidft  the  Clamours  and  Threats  of 
u  a  whole  Nation ;  and  that  he  daily  applied 
a  himfelf  with  the  utmott  Diligence  to  have 
"  once  again  mended  and  fet  on  foot  his  vaft 
*c  Pl^n*     The  Duke  Regent,  who  knew  beU 

"  ter 
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<c  ter  than  any  Man  what  Meafurcs  the 
"  Comptroller-General  had  advifed  or  op* 
a  pofedj  and  who  confequently  was  the  (?efty 
u  and  indeed  the  only  Judge  of  his  true 
cc  Demerits,  with  a  Refolution  worthy  the 
"  Imitation  of  all  Princes  who  would  be 
"  well  ferved,  protected  his  Minifter  from 
ic  the  Fury  of  the  Populace.  He  placed  a 
"  Guard  about  his  Perfon  ;  and  when  the 
"  Tide  at  laft  ran  too  violent  againft  him? 
a  to  be  any  longer  Hemmed,  gave  him  pro- 
"  per  Paffes,  and  permitted  him  to  leave 
ic  France.  Mr.  Law  retired  iirft  to  Flan* 
u  derSj  from  thence  to  Venice .,  Hambourgy 
"  and  Copenhagen,  and,  laft  of  all,  to  his  na- 

cc  tive  Country  Great  Britain,  where 

********      *      * 

********     *     * 
******** 

You  alone,  Sir,  can  determine  in  what: 
Manner  this  future  Hiftorian  fhall  conclude 
a  Narration,  which  Pofterity  will  never  think 
too  long  or  particular,  as  it  will  give  them 
an  Account  of  the  moll  furprifing  and  re* 
markable  Event  in  all  his  Hiitory.     It  is 

c  4  fcarcq, 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 
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fcarce  probable,  that  your  extenfive  Genius 
ihould  lie  altogether  idle  and  una&ive  ;  yet 
ftiould  you  offer  any  Thing  here,  you  are  to 
expect  it  will  be  cppofed  by  Prejudice  on 
one  hand,  and  a  much  more  dangerous  Enemy 
on  the  other,  namely,  The  Envy  of  thofe 
who  have  paffed  among  us,  for  fome  Time, 
for Men  ofBufinefs,  meerly  from  a  fuperficial 
Way  of  f  rating  on  thofe  Subjects  you  are 
fo  truly  a  Mailer  of.  It  is  evident,  that  un- 
der whatever  Government  you  Ihall  chufe  to 
live,  you  are  capable  of  being  a  moft  ufeful 
or  hurtful  Subje£t.  That  you  may  prove  the 
former  to  Great  Britain^  if  you  intend  to 
i*efide  among  us,  is  the  hearty  Wifh  of, 

London,  S  I  R,    &C. 

Nov*  II. 
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